
 
 

 
 
 
Operation Beagle – we need your help 
 
‘Operation Beagle’ is a multi-agency approach to tackling scrap metal thefts in 
Carmarthenshire. 
An increase in the demand for metals such as copper and lead has led to a rise in 
thefts. On average there are approximately 26 metal theft crimes each month 
ranging from the theft of copper (cables, piping, wiring and tanks), lead, fencing, 
railings, gates, drain covers, catalytic converters to scrap vehicles. 
Partners include Dyfed-Powys Police, Carmarthenshire County Council, 
Environment Agency Wales, and the Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service. 
The aim is to target illegal waste carriers and scrap metal collectors as well as 
reduce the opportunity for thieves to sell on or dispose of stolen metal items by 
working with local scrap merchants to ensure they comply with the law and 
identify potential thieves. 
 
Who’s stealing it? Who’s storing it? Where does it end up? 
 
You can help by staying extra vigilant and by reporting any suspicious behaviour to 
the police including vehicle registration numbers and descriptions of individuals 
involved. 
If an incident is ongoing please call 999 or in a non-emergency call 101. You can 
also call Crimestoppers Wales anonymously on 0800 555 111. 
 
Remember: 
 
Make sure scrap metal is not left on display – please lock it away. 
 
 
 

 
 


