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Successful prosecution

Suffolk Fire and Rescue -v- Elizabeth Hotels Ltd

On Wednesday 30th September 2009 the Managing Director of Elizabeth Hotels Limited, Merchant House, 33 Fore Street, Ipswich, IP4 1JL, appeared in Ipswich Magistrates Court and pleaded guilty to 6 offences of the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 for offences committed at three of their premises namely; The Wherry Hotel in Oulton Broad, The Kings Head Hotel in Beccles and Riverside Cottages in Sudbury.  

The Offences:

1:         Failing to comply with any requirement imposed by an Enforcement Notice specifically those listed under Article 13(1)(a) fire fighting and detection. The company failed to install the appropriate type of fire alarm/detection system required at the Wherry Hotel.

2:         Article 9 (3) Fire Risk Assessment; The company failed to review the Fire Risk Assessment at the Wherry Hotel on a regular basis.

3:         Failing to comply with any requirement imposed by an Enforcement Notice specifically those listed under Article 9(3) Risk assessments must be reviewed on a regular basis. The company failed to review the Fire Risk Assessment at the Kings Head Hotel on a regular basis.

4:         Failing to comply with any requirement imposed by an Enforcement Notice specifically those listed under Article 13(1)(a) fire fighting and detection. The company failed to install the appropriate type of fire alarm/detection system required at the Kings Head Hotel.

5:         Failing to comply with any requirement imposed by an Enforcement Notice specifically those listed under Article 14 (2)(g) Emergency Routes and Exits. The company failed to install the appropriate type and level of signage at the Kings Head Hotel.

6:         Failing to comply with any requirement imposed by an Enforcement Notice specifically those listed under Article 13(1)(a) fire fighting and detection. The company failed to install the appropriate type of fire alarm/detection system required at Riverside Cottages.

The District Judge in summing up the case emphasised the seriousness of the offences and that the company had failed to comply with the Fire Regulations at not one but three of their premises. The District Judge acknowledged the patience and reasonableness shown by the Fire Authority and acknowledged that Elizabeth Hotels Limited were given several opportunities to rectify the issues at the premises but failed to do so and that the Fire Authority were ultimately left with no other alternative but to pursue the matter through the courts. The District Judge praised the Fire Authority for the quality of the case and commented that the detail in which the offences were explained was extremely helpful and of the most excellent quality

Elizabeth Hotels Limited were fined £2,000 per offence and ordered to pay full costs of £10,812 given them a total financial penalty of £22,812. 

For any question in regards to this prosecution or any other prosecution action taken by Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service please do not hesitate to contact the Directorate Investigation Team on 01473-260588.
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