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Humberside Fire & Rescue Service
 

Successful prosecution under the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005.
 

For information of fire safety technical departments:

On Wednesday 4th June at Grimsby Magistrates Court, the directors of Enviro (GY) Ltd, Mr Steven Rowlands and Mr Adrian Rowlands were prosecuted under the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 by Humberside Fire & Rescue Service. 

Humberside Fire & Rescue Service took action after an inspection found a build of combustible materials throughout the premises, blocking emergency exits, routes to emergency exits, fire fighting equipment and fire alarm call points. There were also a number of gas cylinders within the premises surrounded by combustible materials. 

Steven and Adrian Rowlands pleaded guilty to three offences under the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005:

Article 8 Failure to take general fire precautions to ensure safety of employees;

Article 13 Failure to ensure that fire-fighting equipment provided was easily accessible and fire alarm call points were kept clear;

Article 14 Failure to ensure that emergency exits and routes to emergency exits were kept clear.

Enviro (GY) Ltd  received  a total of £3000 fine and was ordered to pay

£455 costs and a victim surcharge of £15

Steven Rowlands received a total of £3000 fine and was ordered to pay £400 costs and £15 VSC

Adrian Rowlands received a total of £3000 fine and was ordered to pay £400 costs and £15 VSC

They were ordered to pay the amount within 3 months.

The defendants were represented by Counsel in the form of Mr David Hargraves of Kings Chambers Leeds.

The Magistrates stated that

"These breeches are very serious, with the lives of 8 people potentially being put in danger.  We have heard and seen by the photographs supplied by the prosecution that the condition of the premises were as such that exits were blocked, fire extinguishers were obstructed by cylinders but you did put right these offences quickly"

The defendants were given credit for an early guilty plea and for having no previous convictions and for saying sorry.

If you require any further information please contact:

Station Manager Don Woodcock - Technical Fire Safety, North East Lincs Community Protection Unit. 

Tel: 01472 372504. 

Email dwoodcock@humbersidefire.gov.uk
