From: Joanne Hollick [mailto:joanne.hollick@cfoa.org.uk] 
Sent: 26 June 2008 11:37
To: FRS - Fire Safety Officers
Subject: Prosecution Under the RRFSO
Importance: High
 Message sent on behalf of David Walden 
PUBLIC HOUSE IN SERIOUS BREACH OF FIRE SAFETY LAW
Following  an appearance at Reading Magistrates court on the 19th June 2008 The proprietor of the George and Dragon public house, Mr Paul Alistair Dailey,  pleaded guilty to all 10 charges brought by the Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Authority under the RR(FS)O.
The prosecution was brought following a routine inspection of life risk premises on the 14th May 2007. The service was represented by Mr Michael Bügg of Kidd Rapinet solicitors.
 Breaches were as follows; 

· Article 8 (1) (a) failing to take general fire precautions to ensure safety of employees. 

· Article 8 (1) (b) failing to take general fire precautions to ensure safety of relevant persons. 

· Article 9 (1) failing to carry out a suitable and sufficient risk assessment. 

· Article 11 (1) failing to make and give effective arrangements for preventative and protective measures. 

· Article 13 (1) (a) failing to provide appropriate fire detectors and alarms. 

· Article 14 (1) failing to ensure emergency routes are kept clear. 

· Article 14 (2) (b) failing to safeguard the safety of  persons evacuating the premises. 

· Article 15 (1) (a) failing to establish fire safety drills. 

· Article 17 (1) failing to maintain  facilities and fire alarms and equipment. 

· Article 21 (1) & (2) (a) failing to provide employees with adequate  safety training. 

The  Magistrates elected to hear the case and not to  defer to the crown court. 
In summing up, the bench reinforced the seriousness  of the case and the serious threat brought about to life safety for  staff and relevant persons resorting to the premise  by a clear  failure on the part of  Mr Dailey to comply with the responsibilities imposed upon him under the order and his failure to address inadequate fire safety provisions .
As is the case the bench considered various areas of mitigation put forward by the defendant and in final summing up the following direction was made.
A total fine of £4000.00, awarding  93% costs of  £ 3984.00 a total of £7984.00 payable within 14 days. 


The service was acknowledged by the bench  in bringing forward a properly prepared and a clearly justified case. 
If you wish to discuss please do not hesitate to contact me. 
  
Regards 

David 
David John Walden 
Fire Safety Technical [Legal] Support Officer 
01189322777 
07748631525 
waldend@rbfrs.co.uk 
