

From: SHQ - Cross, Lucy [mailto:lucycross@lancsfirerescue.org.uk] 
Sent: 29 May 2008 14:42
To: 'uk-brigades@lists.fora.uk.net'
Subject: Fire Safety Prosecution
On 21st May 2008 Lancashire Combined Fire Authority prosecuted Mr David Manifold the owner and responsible person of a House in Multiple Occupation under the Regulatory Reform (Fire) Order 2005.
The premises consisting of basement, ground, first & second floors was separated into 6 flats with 12 vulnerable occupants.
The inspection by Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service Fire Safety Officers had been prompted by a complaint received by Fylde Borough Housing over conditions within the property. A multi-agency inspection found serious breaches of fire safety including an inoperative fire alarm, no emergency lighting and fire fighting equipment which was not adequately maintained. The owner had placed a notice beneath the inoperative alarm stating, "fire alarm not working please be extra careful". Consequently at the time of this inspection a prohibition notice was issued.
The officers who prepared the case were Ian Garrod and Lee Munday from St Annes Fire Safety Department. 
Warren Spencer from Blackhursts Solicitors prosecuted for Lancashire Combined Fire Authority. 

Court date: 21/5/08 
Mr David Manifold 
Stalmine 
Lancs 

Premises 
Used as multi occupied permanent residence.The premises consisting of basement, ground, first & second floors was separated into 6 flats with 12 vulnerable occupants.
169 St Andrews Road South 
St Annes. 

Offences under Article 32 (1) (a) 

Article 9(1) Failing to make a suitable Fire Risk Assessment. 
Article 13(1)(a) Failing to maintain the Fire Alarm in efficient working order. 
Article 8(1)(b)  Failing to test Fire Safety Equipment. 
Article 13(1)(a) Failing to provide appropriate Fire Fighting Equipment. 
Article 17 (1) Failing to provide Test Records for the Fire Alarm & Emergency Lighting. 
Article 13(1)(a) Failing to provide suitable fire & smoke detection system. 
Magistrates awarded fines of £300 per offence with full costs of £1710 awarded to Lancashire Combined Fire Authority, a total of £3510 to be paid within 28 days.
Mr Manifold's representative mitigated that he was unaware of the law and had been unable to obtain the services of a suitable alarm engineer. As soon as it was identified, Mr Manifold had installed a full new fire alarm system, carried out a Fire Risk Assessment and set up a system of maintenance.
Warren Hessey 
Fire Risk Management 
Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service Headquarters 
Service Headquarters 
External Phone 01772 866956 
Internal Phone 26956 
FAX 01772 866976 
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