

From: SHQ - Johnstone, Jane [mailto:JaneJohnstone@lancsfirerescue.org.uk] 
Sent: 07 August 2009 16:30
To: uk-brigades@lists.fora.uk.net
Subject: Prosecution
I wish to inform you of the outcome of a recent prosecution which took place yesterday at Hyndburn Magistrates Court. 

This prosecution was in relation to 386 Blackburn Road, Accrington. The officers involved in gathering the evidence were SDM Steve Snape and WM John Cairns.
The prosecution came as a result of a complaint received from the Police. 

Number 386 Blackburn Road was a HMO consisting of a basement, ground and two upper floors. At the time of the audit the premises was used to house four vulnerable residents. A further four residents had moved out on the previous day.
Warren Spencer, Blackhurst Budd LPP prosecuted for Lancashire Fire & Rescue Service. 

LFRS accepted seven guilty pleas in  total, from the person having responsibility for the premises. Details of the offences are listed below:
· Article 9(1) Failure to make a suitable & sufficient fire risk assessment
· Article 17(1)(a) Failure to maintain the fire alarm in an efficient state and in working order
· Article 14(2)(h) Failure to provide adequate emergency lighting
· Article 17(1) Failure to provide appropriate fire fighting equipment
· Article 14(1) Storage of combustibles within escape routes
· Article 14(2)(b) Failure to ensure exit routes were available for use in an emergency
· Article 14(1) Failure to keep exit routes clear 
The owner was fined £676 per offence (£4732) plus full costs of £2487.50. Total £7219.50. The sum to be paid at a rate of £300 per month.
The Magistrate informed the owner that they had seriously considered referring the case to Crown Court due to the serious nature of the offences and the premises being a "death trap" and that Mr Ahmed had been reckless and negligent in his duty and had failed to consider the residents vulnerability as well as anyone else who had cause to be at the premises.
If you require any further information, please contact Martyn Sutcliffe 
Fire Risk Management 
Lancashire Fire & Rescue Service Headquarters 
Garstang Road 
Fulwood 
Preston 
Lancashire 
PR2 3LH 

01772 866956 
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