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Please see press release below from Suffolk
Suffolk hotel owner sentenced over serious fire safety failings
Coming just months after three devastating hotel fires across the country, including four fatalities, a local hotel owner has been fined a total of £204,000 by judges in Suffolk for failing to ensure that his hotel met vital fire safety standards. 
The case, brought by Suffolk County Council's Fire and Rescue Service, saw the owner of the Brandon House Hotel, in Brandon sentenced today 17th June 2008 at Ipswich Crown Court.  At an earlier hearing at Ipswich Crown Court on the 20th May 2008 the owner, Mr Jonathan Nevins, pleaded guilty to breaching important fire safety laws uncovered during an 18 month investigation by the Fire and Rescue service.  
Commenting after the case, Suffolk County Council's portfolio holder for public protection, Councillor Joanna Spicer, said: 
"This person showed a blatant disregard for the safety of the residents in the hotel and the safety of their own staff. Mr Nevins repeatedly ignored the visits, advice, guidance and warnings given by our officers. These laws are here for a reason, to protect people who take it on trust that public building's to which the public resort are safe, whether they are hotels, cinemas, shopping centres or theatres."
She continued: 
"The tragic hotel fires remind us that we can never take fire safety laws for granted. It is vital that our officers check premises and pick up on any failings they find, providing support and guidance and following up with legal action if it is ignored. This is why we have taken this action today; to protect the public and ensure these premises are safe. If any local hotel owner would like advice on what they need to do to make sure their hotel meets fire regulations they should contact the Fire and Rescue service on 01473 260588."
Mr Nevins (59) was, by his actions, reckless and failed to comply with fire safety regulations to effect financial cost savings that had the potential to cause considerable harm. Mr Nevins had also failed to respond to advice and that he was aware of the potential harm of his actions.
The court heard that fire safety officers were first alerted to the issue in July 2003 after Nevins applied to Forest Heath's building control department to sub-divide the ground floor function room into three bedrooms.  
By the time of a fire inspection in January 2004 it came to light that Nevins had not converted the room according to the agreed plans by building control but had arranged the bedrooms so that one could only be reached by going through another room. In the event of a fire in the outer room anyone in the inner bedroom would be trapped without an escape route.  These changes were made without any consultation with the fire and rescue service.
Despite inspections and letters, when fire officers returned to inspect the property in May 2006 they found that not only had no remedial work had been done but there were even more alterations to the hotel that put guests and staff at serious risk of death or injury in the event of a fire. Officers from the Fire and Rescue service were so concerned at the danger that they served a Prohibition Notice for the whole of the second floor.   
The door to one room was not a suitable fire door and that there was poor construction of the walls and limited fire detection. This put anyone on the second floor or staying in any of the bedrooms on that floor at risk of death or serious injury from a fire which would have spread both quickly and undetected. 
The court heard that despite guidance from the fire and rescue service Nevins continually ignored his fire safety responsibilities, putting staff and customers at risk which officers believed would ultimately lead to fire deaths at the hotel.
ENDS 
Notes for Editors 
1.      Mr Nevins pleaded guilty to 4 charges on 20th May 2008. with two further charges to be taken in to account. 
        Mr Nevins, having pleaded guilty to 6 offences earlier at magistrates court on 3rd September 2007 then withdrew his pleas at crown court 10th October 2007.  At a hearing on 20th May 2008 Mr Nevins pleaded guilty to 4 offences with a further two to be taken into consideration.  The offences cover all key fire safety regulations and placed the public and members of staff at considerable risk in the event of a fire.
2.      There has already been a fire at the hotel on 11th April 2004 which had to be extinguished by a member of staff and guest.
3.      Summer 2007 has seen the following hotel fires: 
·       18 August fire swept through the Penhallow Hotel in Newquay. Three people died. 
·       7th September, 11:45am, a major fire occurs at the Grand Hotel in Plymouth. 
·       17 September, 03:30am, fire in the basement of the Manor Hotel, Central Promenade, Blackpool. One man died 
Contacts 
Media contact: Saraid Cann, public protection communications manager, tel: 01473 264871, email: saraid.cann@tradstan.suffolkcc.gov.uk <<mailto:saraid.cann@tradstan.suffolkcc.gov.uk>>
Joanna Spicer, Portfolio holder for public protection, Tel: 01359 230800; Email: joanna.spicer@councillors.suffolkcc.gov.uk 

 

	THE CHIEF FIRE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION
The professional voice of the UK fire and rescue service
Registered in England as a Limited Company: No 3677186. Registered Charity No: 1074071.
VAT Registration No: GB902195446

Joanne Hollick
Communications Assistant
DDI: +44 1827 302313
joanne.hollick@cfoa.org.uk 

9-11 Pebble Close, Amington, Tamworth, Staffordshire, B77 4RD.
T: +44 1827 302 300 | F: +44 1827 302 399 | E: enquiries@cfoa.org.uk | W: www.cfoa.org.uk
IT: +44 1827 302 360 | Events: +44 1827 302 330 | Accounts: +44 1827 302 365 



	

	


