 



From: SHQ - Cross, Lucy [mailto:lucycross@lancsfirerescue.org.uk] 
Sent: 13 August 2008 16:27
To: 'uk-brigades@lists.fora.uk.net'
Subject: Fire Safety prosecution
On Wednesday the 30th of July 2008 Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service prosecuted Shuaid Aram Peracha the secretary of Retson Ltd who operated the New Central Hotel 64A Reads Avenue Blackpool at Blackpool Magistrates court for 8 offences under Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005.
 A fire safety audit was carried out on the premises in early October 2007 and revealed a number of shortfalls in the management of Fire Safety the fire alarm system, fire separation and fire doors. An Enforcement notice was issued and extended twice but by April 2008 the Enforcement notice had expired and minimal attempt had been made to comply with the notice. Consequently a prosecution case file was prepared by Sean Hennessy and Mark Cairns.
Magistrates were informed that fire safety had been neglected and disregarded Retson Ltd had had every opportunity to comply with the Notice.
Court date: 30/7/08 
 Secretary Mr Shuaid Aram Peracha Retson Ltd  
Premises 
New Central Hotel 
64A Reads Avenue 
Blackpool 
FY1 4DE 

Warren Spencer from Blackhursts solicitors prosecuted for Lancs Combined Fire Authority 

Breaches resulting in offences under Article 32(1)a 
Article 8(1)(b) Failing to test fire alarm, emergency lights and firefighting equipment . 
Article 8(1) (b) Storing combustibles close to ignition source in an area with no fire separation. 
Article 9(1) Failing to make a suitable Fire Risk Assessment 
Article 13(1) (a) failing to maintain the Fire Alarm in efficient working order 
Article 14(2) (b) Failing to provide adequate fire doors on 12 bedroom doors. 
Article 14(2) (b) Failing to provide adequate fire separation to an external fire exit. 
Article 21(1) failing to keep give adequate training to staff 
 Breaches resulting in offences under Article 32(1) d and Article 5(1) 
Article 30 failing to comply with an enforcement notice. 

The magistrates commented that "they considered these extremely serious as it involves the protection of the public". 
The mitigation put forward by the defence stated that everything was now compliant and that the company were in a poor financial position. 
The Magistrates decided to deal with what they considered the two worst offences (failing to comply with an enforcement notice and failing to provide a risk assessment) as specimen offences and awarded fines of £3300 for both offences with £1928 full costs awarded to Lancashire Combined Fire Authority, a total of £8543
Warren Hessey 
warrenhessey@lancsfirerescue.org.uk 
Fire Risk Management 
Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service Headquarters 
External Phone 01772 866956 
FAX 01772 866976 
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GET OUT - STAY OUT - CALL THE FIRE SERVICE OUT
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