From: Joanne Hollick [mailto:joanne.hollick@cfoa.org.uk] 
Sent: 24 April 2008 12:17
To: FRS - Fire Safety Officers
Subject: Press Statement from Nottinghamshire FRS:I CELAND FOODS IN BREACH OF FIRE SAFETY LEGISLATION
For your information
Please see press statement below issued by Nottinghamshire FRS
ICELAND FOODS IN BREACH OF FIRE SAFETY LEGISLATION
Iceland Foods has been ordered by Nottingham magistrates to pay a total of £28,500 in fines and costs after admitting that it had failed to comply with fire safety legislation.
The breaches were discovered following a fire at the Iceland store in Bulwell, Nottingham in September 2006. An electrical fire broke out on the ground floor and six members of staff on the first floor evacuated to the roof, where they discovered the vertical escape ladder was locked. They ultimately managed to break the lock with a crowbar and all, but one, climbed to safety. 
Firefighters had to rescue one remaining member of staff from the roof who was unable to climb down the ladder.

An investigation by officers from Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service uncovered a number of fire safety contraventions, which led to the prosecution. Yesterday, (Wednesday), magistrates in Nottingham ordered Iceland Foods to pay £15,000 in fines and £13,500 in costs.

“Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service takes these matters extremely seriously” said Mark Huckerby, Head of Fire Protection. 

“Companies have an obligation to their staff, customers and visitors to keep their premises safe, and Iceland Foods clearly failed to do this. The fact that no-one was injured does not detract from the potential seriousness of this incident, and when we investigated, we were very concerned to find basic failures.”

Mr Huckerby continued: “Fire safety legislation is put in place to ensure people’s safety, and we are responsible for policing and enforcing it. The public needs to be reassured that we take this duty very seriously and, whilst we continually strive to help businesses to achieve compliance and safer premises, the Fire Authority will prosecute serious breaches.

“I am pleased with the outcome today, and I am sure that Iceland Foods will continue to tighten up on fire safety procedures at all of its stores as a consequence of this. I hope it will also serve as a potential warning to other companies that may not take fire safety as seriously as they should, and do not comply with the law.”

Iceland pleaded guilty in court to four charges relating to:
1. Failure to properly manage fire safety measures.
2. Failure to properly instruct and train its staff
3. Failure to keep, and maintain, emergency exit routes clear.
4. Means of escape could not be quickly and safely used. 

- ends -


NOTES TO NEWS DESKS
For further information, please contact:

• Elisabeth Reeson, Head of Corporate Communications, Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service, on 0115 967 5889; email elisabeth.reeson@notts-fire.gov.uk 


For further advice on fire safety, contact your local fire station or visit www.notts-fire.gov.uk and www.firekills.gov.uk 
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