Fire Safety Prosecution

CORNWALL COUNTY COUNCIL – v – Mr Beverley Andrew

On the 20th September 2007, following a fire safety audit of the Membley Hall Hotel, Falmouth, Cornwall County Fire Brigade issued a prohibition notice under the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005.  The notice restricted the use of four bedrooms in total (two on the first floor and two on the second floor).  All rooms formed part of the means of escape and arrangements relied on hotel residents accessing bedroom door keys from a Perspex container outside of each room to allow them to open the bedroom door and travel through the room to access an external fire escape.
At approximately 2330hrs the same day Fire Safety Officers returned to assess compliance with the notice and determined that no action had been taken to achieve compliance.
Breach of any prohibition or restriction imposed by a Notice is an offence, under Article 32(1) of the 2005 Order.
Cornwall County Council Legal Services represented the Authority in the prosecution of the case resulting in Mr Beverley Andrew (Hotel Manager) pleading guilty of the breach of the prohibition notice.  Mr Andrew was fined £2500 reduced to £1500 following his early guilty plea with a contribution towards costs of £500 awarded to the authority.
In summing up the case the Magistrates commented that they considered the breach to be of a very serious nature, with the potential to put the lives of members of the public at great risk.
Any enquiries to :

Station Manager Steve Halstead 01872 323773
The case was prepared for Cornwall County Fire Brigade by:
Area Manager Kevin Thomas

Group Manager Maurice Roberts

Station Manager Steve Halstead

Crew Manager Pete Merrikin

