Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service were forced to take out a prosecution against the owner of a local licensed restaurant in Rugby on Wednesday 7th January 2009 for failing to allow an inspection of his premises to take place, to confirm adequate fire safety standards were being met.

Monsur Choudbury, owner of the Masala Lounge Restaurant in Rugby pleaded guilty to obstruction and failure to allow an officer to inspect the premises and fire safety records for his business.

In total Mr Choudbury was find £1,000 plus £133 costs.

This followed a series of letters to the defendant requesting that appropriate arrangements be made to allow an audit to take place at a reasonable time i.e. between 9 am and 5 pm. Monday to Friday.

The case was brought under article 32 (2) (d).  Which requires the proof of the intent of the defendant to obstruct the officer in his/her duty, and

article 32 (2) (e).  Which requires the defendant to provide a reasonable excuse as to why the facilities to carry out the audit were not given.
There is a difference in fine level for each article, (d) is level 5, (e) is level 3.  This is because the difference between the offences is one of obstruction (ie a positive act), and failure (an omission, or failure to act). 

Further information can be requested from firesafety@warwickshire.gov.uk.

