Dear All

Please see the below story which has been circulated by Cleveland Fire Brigade for information.

COMPANY RECIEVES £11500 FINE AFTER STORE FIRE.

Cleveland Fire Authority has successfully prosecuted Opus Homewares Ltd. trading as B&M stores on Highlight Retail Park, Hartlepool.

On the 14th December 2010 at Hartlepool Magistrates Court Opus Homeware was found to have contravened 5 articles of the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005. These related to the failure to provide and maintain a suitable means of escape and failure to provide general fire precautions to prevent the risk of fire throughout the premises

The defendant was fined a total of £7500 for the 5 offences with costs of £4000.

The offences were committed on 30th September 2009 and came to light following a fire at the retail premises.

Barry Waller, Head of Fire Engineering for Cleveland Fire Brigade, said

“The fire broke out at the front of the store and, after the fire was extinguished by responding fire crews, it was found that several exits were unavailable or obstructed. The circumstances found at the time of the incident were such that they seriously compromised the safety of the occupants and that is not something the Fire Authority can, or will, condone.
It is important people realise we take these regulations very seriously and we will take such action whenever necessary.”
Ian Hayton, Chief Fire Officer for Cleveland Fire Brigade said “I would like to commend the professionalism of our staff in carrying out their duties in this case. I would also like to take this opportunity to remind people that the role of the Fire Service in relation to Fire Safety has changed to that of enforcement and that it is the responsibility of owners, occupiers or managers to ensure that suitable and sufficient fire safety arrangements are in place within their premises.”

 

For further information, please contact Barry Waller via the contact details below.

Barry Waller

Head of Fire Engineering

Cleveland Fire Brigade 

Stockton Road

Hartlepool

TS25 5TB

Tel: (01429) 874043

Mob: 07740 152983

Fax: (01429) 871462

