
 

 

REPORT TO: RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 
DATE: 23RD APRIL 2007 
 
 
SUBJECT: CENTRAL WALES – WEST MIDLANDS MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Chief Fire Officer has received correspondence from the Welsh Assembly 
Government inviting the Authority to be a signatory to a newly developed 
Memorandum of Understanding aimed at improving collaboration between Central 
Wales and the West Midlands Region. 
 
This paper gives background to this initiative and asks Members to consider if they 
wish to be a party to it.  
 
 
IMPLICATIONS: 
 
OPERATIONAL RISK: NIL 
COMMUNITY RISK: NIL 
TRAINING: NIL 
H.R: NIL 
FINANCE: NIL 
I.T/COMMS: NIL 
WELSH LANGUAGE: NIL 
LEGAL: NIL 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1. That Members consider the attached paper, letter from the Welsh Assembly 

Government and the Memorandum of Understanding and determine if they wish 
the Authority to become signatories to the document. 

 
2. That Members consider if they wish to nominate a Powys Member to sit on the 

Memorandum of Understanding’s Strategic Group. 
 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS USED IN PREPARATION OF THIS REPORT 
 
Letter from DR G L Duncan – Welsh Assembly Government 
 
Central Wales-West Midlands Memorandum of Understanding 
 
 
Report Author and Designation Area Manager P Bates 

 
Telephone number/Extension  4406 

 
 



 

CENTRAL WALES – WEST MIDLANDS 
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
 
The Chief Fire Officer has received correspondence from the Welsh Assembly 
Government inviting the Authority to be a signatory to a newly developed MOU aimed 
at improving collaboration across public bodies in Central Wales and the West 
Midlands Region. 
 
The MOU is a high level strategic intent document which establishes a forum for 
Central Wales and English collaboration.  The MOU is quite separate from 
arrangements that the Service already has in place in terms of inter-service 
operational interoperability and mutual assistance at large incidents. 
 
The MOU is voluntary and non-legally binding and the intention is that it would apply 
to all public bodies in the regions covered. 
 
Much of what the document details is done by the Authority in any case as part of its 
well established consultation and collaboration arrangements. 
 
The implications of signing the MOU in terms of resourcing are not onerous.  It is 
proposed that there will be an annual strategic group meeting and a number of core 
officer group meetings which it is proposed would be attended by the Powys County 
Commander and a nominated Powys Member, should that be the Authority’s wish. 
 
The potential collaborative opportunities presented by the MOU sit well with the 
Authority’s overall objectives and are consistent with wider Welsh Assembly 
Government “Making the Connections” agenda. 
 
The Welsh Assembly Government had asked for declarations of commitment to the 
Memorandum of Understanding by 26th April 2007. 
 
A “holding” letter has been sent to the Welsh Assembly Government advising that 
Members would be considering this issue at their meeting today. 
 
Subject to Members’ agreement to sign up to the Memorandum of Understanding 
further contact will be made with the Welsh Assembly Government. 
 


















